
D
iscoveries &

 differences
found during restoration of TS

1
.

A
 closer look

at TS1 LO
.

TS
1

 inform
ation contained in this pam

phlet
w

as com
piled through first-hand know

ledge
obtained from

 previous ow
ners, historical

records and restoration evidence. This booklet
is for inform

ational purposes only.
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TS1 LO
 w

as m
ounted and

com
m

issioned by Standard-Trium
ph

M
otor C

om
pany at their B

anner Lane factory in the sum
m

er of 1953 for display

at the annual C
anadian M

otor Show
 in Toronto the follow

ing O
ctober. The car’s

only function w
as to give the C

anadian public a chance to see the com
pany’s

new
 TR

2 sports car; beyond that, TS1 w
as surplus to requirem

ents. A
fter the

show
, TS1 w

as driven for a tim
e by the president of the C

anadian branch of

Standard-Trium
ph, and then sold on to private hands. A

s far as Standard-

Trium
ph w

as concerned, TS1 w
as history.
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N

 S
P

IN
D

LE
S

W
hen it cam

e tim
e to install the radiator to TS

1
, it w

as found
that TS

1
’s fan spindle w

as shorter than other TR
2

 spindles. It w
as

know
n that early TR

2
s used a shorter spindle than later ones, but

TS
1

’s spindle w
as even shorter.

H
IN

G
E

S

B
onnet and boot hinges w

ere m
ade

from
 brass, they w

ere bigger and
painted the bonnet color.

B
A

B
Y TE

N
A

X
These original baby
fasteners w

ere re-chrom
ed

and finish w
ashers w

ere
m

achined to m
atch the

original w
ashers.

M
r. C.D.S. Phillips, President

of the Canadian Branch of
Standard-Trium

ph, taking
delivery of TS1 prior to the
Canadian Car Show

. TS1
w

as driven from
 M

ontreal
to Toronto.

Photo from
 the Canadian

Auto show
 1953 (TS1 on

center platform
).
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TS
1
 has a m

ore narrow
 spare tire door, m

ade from
 alum

inum
 and

not em
bossed w

ith license plate area. This w
as a recall item

 for
the first 3

0
 or so cars (or until w

ire w
heels w

ere introduced as an
option).  TS

1
’s door configuration did not accom

m
odate a w

ire
w

heel so later cars have taller doors and fram
e m

odifications.
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ear fenders w
ere hand-form

ed
w

ider and m
ore round on the edges

than square, like later TR
2

s.
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TS
1

’s stone guards are larger and w
ider and m

ore
round to accom

m
odate rounder, w

ider rear fenders.
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W
elded w

ire

R
E

A
R
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PATS

S
pats for rear w

heel openings
(an option for early TR

2
s). N

ote
in photo the poor seal on spats,
this photo w

as taken w
ith TS

1’s
first ow

ner, so fit w
as poor from

the start.
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IN
G

S
D

iscovered on the underside,
m

arked “C
anadian” for TS

1
,

designating parts for car going
to Toronto car show

. (rem
em

ber
they w

ere building TS
2

 at the
sam

e tim
e side by side)

N
ow

, 23 years after TS1 m
ade its w

ay

to O
hio, it is once again a w

orking TR
2.

The restoration process w
as long and

often quite frustrating for Joe, but he

persevered and now
, fifty years after

TS1 w
as first assem

bled at B
anner Lane,

he has brought the first “production”

TR
2 back to life. For the Trium

ph

com
m

unity, the restoration of TS1 m
arks

the closing of a TR
 circle that began so

m
any years ago; for Joe, TS1 is the

culm
ination of a lifelong com

m
itm

ent

to the preservation of Trium
ph TR

s.

Today you w
ill see TS1 as the C

anadian

public saw
 it for the first tim

e in Toronto

in O
ctober 1953, and through your ow

n

know
ledge of TR

s, track the num
erous

engineering and detail changes that set

this very special car apart from
 the TR

s

you’re fam
iliar w

ith. Learn from
 Joe w

hat

it took to restore the car, and w
hat he

had to learn along the w
ay to do so. TS1

is now
 a living testam

ent to the w
ay

things w
ere done in the B

ritish

autom
otive industry in the early 1950s.

Enjoy the opportunity to see and hear

of it first hand!

Joe Richards
TS1 LO ow

ner,
restorer and first
President of TRA.
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t first glance, TS
1

’s badge
doesn't look that different,
the badge is definitely larger
and heavier in your hand. B

ut
to notice the real secrets of the
badge you have to turn it over
and exam

ine the backside (see
photo and illustration on upper
right). O

n the backside of the
m

edallion you w
ould see that

the badge w
as constructed from

a S
tandard 8

 badge pieced
together and re-enam

eled to
resem

ble a TR
2

 badge design
as w

e know
 today.

The colors on the badge are
reversed (black field and red
field) in the open book area.
A

lso, the area w
ith the w

ord
Trium

ph is not enam
eled w

ith
a red background. This
m

edallion w
as truly the “first

prototype” for the TR
2

 badges
as w

e know
 them

 today.

TS1 LO
 restoration process

 w
as to 

restore
 rather

than replace, w
henever possible...that m

eant m
any parts w

ould be saved and

reconditioned, then reused on TS1. Though replacem
ent parts m

ay have been available

and a m
uch easier w

ay to go. Joe held steadfast to the originality of TS1.

TS
1

 FR
O

N
T G

R
ILL

The grill on TS1 is cast out of brass,
as w

ell as, the sidecurtian door
brackets and sidecurtain fram

e
w

edges, as opposed to being m
ade

from
 alum

inum
 like later TR

2
s.

B
O

N
N

E
T

TS
1

 bonnet is 1
0

0
%

 alum
inium

,
the bonnet also does not have
rivets, norm

ally seen on early
TR

2
 bonnets.

TH
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G

This item
 w

as one of the early
design changes m

ade through
a recall for the first 1,201 TR

2s.
This service recall replaced the
radiator w

ith a long fill neck. If
you look closely TS

1
 is fitted

w
ith a radiator that does not

have a fill neck, rather it has a
fill cap that is located on the
therm

ostat housing, just as it
w

ould have appeared prior to
the service recall.

R
A

D
IA

TO
R

 LO
W

E
R

 P
IP

E
(w

ater tube) This
configuration is slightly
different than other TR

2
s,

the piping run is m
ade

m
ostly of curved m

etal and
short straight hoses, rather
than, the near straight m

etal
pipe and curved hoses used
in later TR

s.
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S
Located a new

 old O
R

IG
IN

A
L

w
iring harness and sub-

harness for headlights and
sidelights. The old harnesses
w

ere too w
orn to be reused.

C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

 P
LATE

P
late placem

ent different than
later TR

2s.

FLA
S

H
E

R
 U

N
IT

Location of flasher unit different
than later TR

2
s.

IN
TA

K
E

 M
A

N
IFO

LD
Cast w

ith part num
ber, som

ew
hat

unusual. TS
1

 FA
C

TO
R

Y
B

U
ILD

 R
E

C
O

R
D

TS
1

 B
adge front

TS
1

 B
adge back



TS1 LO
 fram

e m
odifications

 w
hile m

any of these

fram
e changes w

ere m
inor, they are the foundation to a accurate restoration. TS1’s fram

e

w
as too rotted to restore, so a very early TR

2 replacem
ent fram

e w
as used, w

hile this

w
as an early fram

e, changes still w
ere needed. The m

odifications w
ere m

ostly rem
ovals

of pieces, m
ore than additions. This m

akes sense in that the original fram
e w

as a starting

point for the TR
2 and as production of TR

2s continued and service issues arose so did

additions to the original TR
2 fram

e.

TS
1

 rear axle - TS
2

TS
1

 engine - TS
3

E
TS

1
 transm

ission - TS
4

FIR
S

T P
LA

C
E

M
E

N
T O

F M
A

S
TE

R
 C

YLIN
D

E
R

This bulkhead patch show
s a change m

ade in the
placem

ent of the m
aster cylinders. This area

actually show
s up in the photos used in the original

TR
2
 m

aintenance
m

anual. TS
1

 w
as

the TR
2

 m
odel

for m
any of the

m
anuals service 

diagram
s. S

ee
inset factory
photo at left.

TS
1

 dam
per

brackets lack side
stiffening brackets

TS
1

 O
R

IG
IN

A
L C

O
M

P
O

N
E

N
TS

TO
P

 &
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IN
D

S
H
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TS
1

’s original canvas top w
as

used as a tem
plate w

hen
fabricating tops for both TS

1
and TS

2
. TS

1
’s w

indshield sits
taller than other TR

2
s creating

sealing problem
s at the

bulkhead. The com
bination of

the w
indshield and canvas top

and the fact that no original
side curtains could be found,
TS

1
’s sidecurtains had to be

custom
 m

ade, created to fit a
side opening that is 2

” shorter
than other TR

2
s.

IN
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 D
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E
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E

S
O

val D
oor pockets

S
eat Fram

es and springs

TR
2

 Fram
e

TS
1

’s rear box
cross-section and
straight tubular
cross bar.
(see spare tire door)

TS
1

’s fram
e has no

w
elded gusset plates or

em
ergency brake bracing

TS
1

 did not have
these extra
m

ounting bolts

TS
1

 fram
e did not

have this support arm
m

ounting tab

TS
1

 had no
body m

ounting
bolts here

TS
1

 had no
rebound guides

TS
1

 had no I.D
. plate

(“z” plate) m
ounted here
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This m
uffler and exhaust system

 w
as originally designed

for the high audible noise level generally accepted for this type
of vehicle, in order to keep the loss of horsepow

er to a m
inim

um
.

The exhaust system
 w

as also the victim
 of a Trium

ph S
ervice

R
ecall, for m

any of the early TR
2

s. The 1
8

” m
ufflers w

ere
replaced w

ith a 2
4
” m

uffler silencing the cars and low
er their

horsepow
er. TS1 has been refitted w

ith the 18" exhaust keeping
it original to 1

9
5

3
 prior to the recall.

E
N

G
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 C

O
M

PA
R

TM
E

N
T PA

IN
T

B
lack engine com

partm
ent

unique to TS
1

 and TR
2

.

C
LU

TC
H

 C
O

N
FIG

U
R

A
TIO

N
The biggest difference is in the
friction plate and that the
clutch had an unusual throw
out bearing.

G
E

N
E

R
ATO

R
G

enerator inspection band
original to earlier TR

2
s.

The original generator w
as used

in TS
1

.

U
N

D
E

R
C

A
R

R
IA

G
E

 PA
IN

T
The entire fram

e, underside and
engine com

partm
ent of TS

1
 w

ere
painted black.

D
IS

TR
IB

U
TO

R
 C

A
P

D
istributor cap notice the

direction of the im
printed

LU
C

A
S

 type.... these caps
seem

 to be original to very
early TR

2
s.

R
E

A
R

 B
U

M
P

E
R

S
S

m
aller and m

ore square
than later TR

s in the TR
2

 and
TR

3
 series (an indication of

being form
ed and

fabricated by hand).

S
P

A
R

K
 P

LU
G

S
S

park plugs use tractor
type connectors, unique
to TS

1
 and TS

2
.

TS
1

 FIN
A

L PA
IN

T FIN
IS

H
E

S
...

Take a close look at the engine com
partm

ent upper bulkhead,
you w

ill notice that it w
as painted a m

ore platinum
 version of

w
hite, the car at som

e point, before com
pletion, w

as resprayed
pearl w

hite, and thus the engine com
partm

ent w
as  sprayed out

in the flat black to m
ask the color changes. These paint changes

though subtle, are visible in historical photos and the paint w
as

replicated from
 saved pieces and m

atched
as accurately as possible.
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" E
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A
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TS
1

 rear bum
pers


